Berwyn Presbyterian Church
First Sunday of Advent: Hope
Sunday, November 27, 2022

10:30 a.m.

THE GATHERING
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Please remember to turn off your cell phones for worship.
* indicates please stand if you are able.
GG indicates Glory to God Hymnal found in the pews.
This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet,
and you may appear on our Facebook page channel.

Prelude

Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness

Bernadette Temple

Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!

Cameroon melody

Ringing of the Hour
Prelude
Welcome
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Sandy and Joey Lora
Leader: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love,
remembering the promises of God with prayer.
We light this candle in hope. (Lighting of first candle)
Leader: Let us pray. Faithful God, you call us through the prophet Isaiah and our Lord
Jesus Christ to beat our swords into plowshares, and our spears into pruning
hooks. You promise that at your coming, one day nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall we learn war any more. Out of war’s chaos, you O
God bring the order of peace. Renew us in hope, that we may work toward
Christ’s advent of peace among all nations.
People: God of promise, God of hope, into our fear, violence, death and hopelessness
come.
* Call to Worship
Leader: Come let us walk in the light of the Lord!
People: Let us worship God!
* Hymn GG 82

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
(see next page for hymn)
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Based on Isaiah 2:5

Rowland H. Prichard
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* Call to Confession
* Prayer of Confession (first pray silently then in unison)
Coming Christ, you may not find us as you hoped. We’ve looked away from signs we do
not wish to see that your kingdom is near. We’ve stopped listening to distress we do
not wish to hear. We are numb to inconvenient truths. Keep us alert, O God, to the
needs of our neighbors. Revive our hearts laden with compassion fatigue. Sharpen our
minds clouded by worries. Sober our lives addicted to privilege. Show us signs of your
coming, signs of your hope that we may stand before you, the Son of Man, in whose
name we pray.
* Assurance of Pardon
Leader: The days are coming; God’s presence of salvation will be fulfilled.
May God strengthen your heart until the coming of the Lord Jesus.
Believe the good news.
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!
* The Peace
Leader: May the peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
People: And also with you.
(Please share the peace with a few neighbors.)

* Welcome Song
You’re Welcome in the Name of the Lord
Traditional Cameroon
You’re welcome in the name of the Lord. You’re welcome in the name of the Lord,
for we see in you the glory of the Lord, you’re welcome in the name of the Lord.
We love you in the name of the Lord. We love you in the name of the Lord,
for we see in you the glory of the Lord, we love you in the name of the Lord.
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THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Hebrew Bible
Isaiah 2:1-5
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2

3

4

5

In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!

This is the Word of the Lord!

Message for Children

Rev. Ulmer
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Gospel

Matthew 24:36-44

36“But

about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, or the Son, but
only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
This is the Word of the Lord!

Sermon
* Hymn GG 92

Longing and Expectation: The Meaning of Advent
While We are Waiting, Come
(see next page for hymn)
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The Rev. Holly Ulmer
Don Cason
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* Affirmation of Faith (together)

From A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit
justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and
neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for
justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive
to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for
God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every
time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer (together)

Traditional

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING
Announcements
Call for the Offering
Leader: Our lives are gifts from God, who causes us to grow in faith and abound in love
for one another.
People: With gratitude for God’s saving grace, let us offer in love our lives and
resources to the Lord.
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* Doxology 607

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Genevan Psalter

* Prayer of Dedication

THE SENDING
* Hymn GG 110

Love Has Come
(see next page for hymn)
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French melody
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* Charge and Benediction
* Congregational Response GG 600

* Postlude

Amen

African American spiritual

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

Georg Weissel


Bulletin Credits:
Lighting of Advent Wreath in the Tradition of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love liturgy and Call to Worship based on
resource for Year A, PC(USA) Office of Theology and Worship. Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon
(inspired) from “Call to Worship” Lectionary Aids for 2021-2022, p. 20. Call to the Offering from Connections Worship
Companion, Year C, Vol 1, p. 17. Edits by Rev. Holly Ulmer.
Hymns and lyrics reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s).
Hymns and lyrics are reprinted with permission under CCLI license #A-2918022. All rights reserved.
Permission to stream music in this service obtained from CCLI license #A-20900318. All rights reserved.
All scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) Bible.
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Weekly News – November 27, 2022
Thank you for joining us online today. We are delighted for the opportunity to worship God with you.
Please feel at home and join us again. Visitors are encouraged to drop us a line at our church website:
https://berwynpresbyterianchurch.net, or to write to the church email address:
berwyn.office@gmail.com. We would love to be in touch.


LEADING WORSHIP TODAY:
The Rev. Holly Ulmer, Stated Supply Pastor
Dr. Gabriel Ruiz-Bernal, Music Director
Godlove Mbah, Worship Associate
SUPPORTING WORSHIP TODAY:
Camera, Facebook and sound system operation provided by the Berwyn Stream Team.
Members of the Choir (recorded music)
Alain Moudji, Elizabeth Helm-Frazier, and Joanne Young - Deacons, Ushers
MASK WEARING IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY.
This is the current church policy.
This helps to protect people with compromised immune systems who attend our church service.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
THIS WORSHIP SERVICE IS BEING LIVESTREAMED TO THE INTERNET.
YOU MAY APPEAR ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE CHANNEL.
PRAYER REQUESTS will be collected during the worship service. Please fill out a prayer request card found
in the pew racks so you will be ready to pass it in at the appropriate time.
DECORATING SANCTUARY FOR CHRISTMAS will be this Saturday, December 3rd at 10:00 am. Need
Volunteers to make the sanctuary beautiful for Christmas. All are welcome. Pizza Party afterwards!
CHILDREN'S NATIVITY PLAY
We are planning for a Children's Nativity Play this year in worship on December 18. If you are interested
in helping out please contact Ophilia Mbah at ndi_toh@yahoo.com or Helen Alapa at
helen.alapa@yahoo.com Thank you!
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH – Sandy and Joey Lora will light the Advent Wreath for the First
Sunday in Advent. In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into
winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in the
lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming
again in all fullness into the despair and chaos of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, we watch
and wait in the Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the hopelessness, suffering, sin, or darkness of our
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the promises of God with
prayer. (From the PC(USA) Office of Theology and Worship, edits by Rev. Holly)
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HOLY COMMUNION WILL BE SERVED NEXT SUNDAY, December 4, 2022
If you are worshiping from home via the livestream service, please prepare by setting out a small serving
of bread or crackers —enough for each person in the house— and placing a small amount of grape juice,
wine, or another liquid you’ll find meaningful, into cups or glasses for each person taking communion.
Place your bread and wine on a table or stand in the middle of the room where you worship, so your
worship is around the table – just like it is when we gather in the Sanctuary. When it is time to break the
bread, choose someone to lift the bread when the Pastor does and break it, and then lift the cup. When
we share the bread, take a piece. When we share the juice/wine, drink from the individual glasses. When
all have shared, place everything back on the table for the rest of the service.
Wherever two or three are gathered – there Christ is in the midst of us.
STREAM TEAM. The Stream Team is inviting volunteers to serve as camera operators. Operating the
camera at Sunday's worship service is an important ministry that reaches numerous people outside the
walls of the church. Camera operators need to be reliable and able to arrive at the church at 10:00 am to
help with the setup and test procedure and be ready at the camera no later than 10:15 am. To join the
Stream Team as a camera operator, please contact Dr. Gabriel at berwynmusic@gmail.com, or talk to him
on Sunday before or after the service.
POINSETTIA ORDERS
Please help decorate the sanctuary for Christmas with beautiful red poinsettia plants. You can pick up an
Order Form in the Narthex or scroll to the end of this document (when sent by email). The plants are $16
each. Order forms and payment must be received by TODAY, Sunday, November 27, 2022. Please indicate
if you will take the plant home after the Christmas Eve Service or pick it up after worship on Sunday,
December 25. Instructions on how to place your order and send payment are on the order form. Thanks!
BERWYN CHOIR HAS RETURNED
Berwyn choir has returned to live singing in the sanctuary. If you would like to sing with the choir, the
commitment requires your availability on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm for choir
practice, and Sunday mornings at 9:45 am in the sanctuary for warm-up and review before the service
starts. Sometimes it will be necessary to also do some of your own practice at home. A reminder that the
choir members must wear their masks every time they are not singing, and they have a special
dispensation from Session to take them off while they sing. If you are interested in joining the choir, please
email Dr. Gabriel at berwynmusic@gmail.com.
TIME FOR PRAYERS with the Board of Deacons, Sundays from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for all prayers.
Members are encouraged to join by zoom or telephone by clicking on this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88374230652?pwd=b014VGZidlFMbk42Mm9uMUJ2a1JLQT09
Meeting ID: 883 7423 0652; Passcode: prayer
Dial by your location: +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
Meeting ID: 883 7423 0652; Passcode: 179529
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbWwi5iWoU
For more details, contact Elder Victoria Uche, Worship Chair, 240-606-5745, uchevictoria@hotmail.com
or Deacon Alain Moudji, 240-821-4090, moudialino@yahoo.fr
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IMPORTANT NOTE CONCERNING MEETINGS AND CHURCH EVENTS
If a committee has a meeting to be scheduled and/or a church event that is being sponsored by the church,
you need to send an email to the church office at berwyn.office@gmail.com to Connie Cunningham. She
is responsible for the Weekly News. The Weekly News each week has a deadline; please check the
Calendar each week to review the deadline. Thank you for your assistance in getting these
meetings/events to all members and friends of Berwyn Presbyterian Church in a timely manner. This will
help everyone to attend our wonderful adventures at our church!
GIVING TO THE CHURCH
Thank you for your continued giving to support Berwyn Church! Here are the various ways we can
continue to make our contributions and pledges. Choose the most convenient method!
o Pay by your cell phone using CashApp, and texting to $B2God or dialing
301-768-2729 and then checking that the name Rex Powell, treasurer, appears confirming that it
is going to the church account.
o U.S. Mail – send your check to Berwyn Presbyterian Church,
6301 Greenbelt Road, Berwyn Heights, MD 20740
o Use BillPay through your bank and they will mail us the check.
o Place your offering in the basket in the sanctuary if you are worshiping in-person.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Rev. Holly Ulmer, Stated Supply Pastor, please email her at revhollyulmer@gmail.com
Rev. Holly is happy to meet with you either in-person or via zoom by setting up an appointment.
Peggy Sisson, Clerk of Session, send an email to ClerkofSession.BerwynPC@gmail.com
The Board of Deacons, send an email to deaconboard.bpc@gmail.com
Dr. Gabriel Ruiz-Bernal, Music Director, regarding music at Berwyn or the stream team that operates
camera, sound and Facebook, send an email to berwynmusic@gmail.com
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THIS WEEK AND NEXT AT BERWYN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday, November 27, 2022
10:30 am, 1st Sunday of Advent Worship Service – Poinsettia Order Deadline (in Sanctuary)
6:00 pm, Time for Prayer (Zoom, Contact: Elder V. Uche)
Tuesday, November 29, 2022
12:15 pm, Weekly News Deadline (berwyn.office@gmail.com)
Wednesday, November 30, 2022
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, December 1, 2022
7:30 pm, Esther Circle Meeting - Blue Room (Contact: Barbara Simmons)
Saturday, December 3, 2022
10:00 am, DECORATING SANCTUARY, All are welcome (Contact: Elder Gwen Mufor)
4:00 pm, Property Management Committee Meeting at church (Contact: Elder Shadrack Fogwe)
Sunday December 4, 2022
10:30 am, 2nd Sunday of Advent Worship Service – Communion (in Sanctuary) – No Choir
2:00 pm, Deacons Meeting (Zoom, Contact: A. Moudji)
6:00 pm, Time for Prayer (Zoom, Contact: Elder V. Uche)
Tuesday December 6, 2022
12:15 pm, Weekly News Deadline (berwyn.office@gmail.com)
7:15 pm, Worship Committee (Zoom, Contact: Victoria Uche)
Wednesday, December 7, 2022
No Choir Rehearsal Tonight
Saturday, December 10, 2022
9:00 – 11:00 am, Officer Training at church
Sunday, December 11, 2022
10:30 am, 3rd Sunday of Advent Worship Service
11:30 am, Birthday Sunday in Kidder Hall (Contact: Elder Gwen Mufor)
1:00 pm, Session Meeting (Zoom, Contact: Clerk of Session P. Sisson)
6:00 pm, Time for Prayer (Zoom, Contact: Elder V. Uche)
To add meetings and other church events to the official Church Calendar please send an email to
berwyn.office@gmail.com (Contact: Connie Cunningham).

Berwyn Presbyterian Church
A hospitable, multicultural community of faith
6301 Greenbelt Road, Berwyn Heights, MD 20740-2318
Website: www.berwynpresbyterian.net
Email: berwyn.office@gmail.com
Music: http://berwynmusic.com
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Poinsettia Order Form
Christmas 2022

$16.00 per plant
Deadline for ordering is Sunday, November 27th
Your Name: _______________________________________________________
(How you want it to appear in the bulletin. Given by…)

Phone number: __________________________________________
Email address: __________________________________________
Number of plants: ______________ Amount paid: ______________
How paid: ________ check

_______ cash

Ways to order:
1. Print the order form, fill it out and mail it to the church office along with your payment, clearly
marked for Poinsettias
2. If worshiping in the sanctuary, pick up an order form, fill it out, and place it in the offering basket
with your payment, clearly marked for Poinsettias.
Information for the bulletin:
 in memory of _________________________________________
 in honor of ___________________________________________
 other message (10 words maximum)
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Please check one:
 Pick up plant(s) after the 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service on Saturday, December 24
 Pick up plant(s) after the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 25
If you have any questions, please contact
contact the church office, berwyn.office@gmail.com
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