Offertory Music Prepare the Way of the Lord James Moore

*Doxology GG 607 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication Rev. Holly Ulmer

THE SENDING

* Hymn GG 384 Soon and Very Soon Andraé Crouch

* Charge and Benediction

* Congregational Response
We Are Marching in the Light of God
We are marching in the light of God.

Traditional South African

*Postlude Watchman, Tell Us of the Night Joseph Parry

Bulletin Credits Lighting of Advent Wreath from “Calling All Angels,” by Erin Wathen, Westminster
John Knox Press, c. 2024, pp. 121-122. Other liturgy by Teri McDowell Ott © Presbyterian Outlook,
2025; edits by Rev. Holly Ulmer.

Hymns and lyrics reprinted in this bulletin are the property of the respective copyright holder(s).
Hymns and lyrics are reprinted with permission under CCLI license #A-2918022. All rights reserved.
Permission to stream music in this service obtained from CCLI license #A-20900318.

All rights reserved. All scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) Bible.
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Berwyn Presbyterian Church
First Sunday in Advent - HOPE

Sunday, November 30, 2025 10:30 a.m.

THE GATHERING

Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.
Please remember to turn off your cell phones for worship.
* Indicates please stand if you are able. Congregation reads words in bold.
GG indicates Glory to God Hymnal found in the pews.

This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet, and you may appear on our Facebook page channel.

Prelude Adagio from Oboe Concerto (transcribed for piano)

Ringing of the Hour
Prelude The Lord Is My Light

Welcome

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Reader 1: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid? Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let
your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!

Reader 2: Today we light a candle to remind us that hope is stronger than fear. As
we wait for the birth of the Christ child, we will remember to find quiet moments
along the way so that we can listen for God’s word.

Unison Prayer: God, our hope is in you. Help us to listen for your word so that we
will be ready to share the good news of Jesus with others. Thank you for the gifts
of this season, for all the ways we can worship you and serve others while we wait.
Amen.

* Call to Worship based on Matthew 24:36-44
Keep awake. Be ready. For the Son of Man is coming!

Thanks be to God! We will worship and prepare.

Benedetto Marcello

Christopher Walker
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African American spiritual

Hymn GG 352 My Lord! What a Morning

* Call to Confession

* Prayer of Confession
Prince of Peace, the wars and rumors of wars betray our addiction to violence,
our destructive and dehumanizing ways. We deserve your judgement and
condemnation. Yet, you remain faithful, a steadfast source of peace amid our
warring madness. Holy God, turn us from evil. Return us to Christ and his path
of peace. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon 2 Corinthians 5:17; Book of Common Worship
“Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has
begun.” Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.

Amen.

The Peace
May the peace of the risen Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
(Please share the peace with a few neighbors.)

* Welcome Song You’re Welcome in the Name of the Lord Traditional West African Song

You’re welcome in the name of the Lord. You’re welcome in the name of the Lord,
for we see in you the glory of the Lord, you’re welcome in the name of the Lord.
We love you in the name of the Lord. We love you in the name of the Lord,
for we see in you the glory of the Lord, we love you in the name of the Lord.

(Visitors, welcome, please fill out a visitor card and place it in the offering plate.
Prayer request cards will be collected later in the service, please prepare them ahead of time.)

THE WORD

Prayer for lllumination

Scripture Lessons NRSV translation

Hebrew Bible - Isaiah 2:1-5 .
This is the Word of the Lord! H
Thanks be to God.
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thanks  be to God.

Message for Children Rev. Holly Ulmer

Gospel - Matthew 24:36-44

This is the Word of the Lord! ! i = !
e
Thanks be to God. -~ s r =
thanks be to God.
Sermon Nothing to Fear: A Prophetic Vision of Peace Rev. Holly Ulmer
Hymn GG 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 1, 4, 6, 7) Text: Latin prose

Music: Plainsong

Affirmation of Faith Book of Common Worship
We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus; for we
know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are
called according to God’s purpose. We are convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer Traditional - King James Translation, 1611
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING

Announcements

Call for the Weekly Offering 2 Peter 3:8-15
“All things in heaven and earth belong to God, who is coming in glory to reveal a
new creation.”

Let us present our tithes and offerings to the Lord.



