
 
Call for the Offering 

From generation to generation, God calls us to share God’s redeeming love in the world.  
Let us offer God our gifts this day as tokens of that love, needed so much in our generation. 

 
Offertory Music        Blessed and Beloved                       Lourdes Montgomery 
 
*Doxology GG 607  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                  Genevan Psalter 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

 
Prayer of Dedication 
We give thanks to you, O God, because you have blessed us with so much. Yet we know that others 
have too little. Bless our gifts so they touch lives in need and become roots of justice in the world, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, who sends us out in love.  Amen 
 
Hymn GG 526   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ   Fred Kaan; Jamaican folk melody 

 
*Charge and Benediction                   Rev. Nancy Clark 

Jesus set the challenging goal before us: to forgive someone not just seven times, but seventy times 
seven. So, take up the challenge as you go, and allow forgiveness to change your life.  And may the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and communion in the Holy Spirit bless and redeem 
you now and evermore. 

 
* Congregational Response       Lord, Make Us More Holy (verse 1)  African American spiritual 

Lord, make us more holy; Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, until we meet again: 

holy, holy, holy, until we meet again 

 
Postlude      Postlude in F# minor   J.S. Bach 
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Berwyn Presbyterian Church 
World Communion Sunday 

 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 10:30 a.m. 

THE GATHERING 
Let all enter the sanctuary in a spirit of prayer.  

Please remember to turn off your cell phones for worship. 
* Indicates please stand if you are able. Congregation reads words in bold. 

GG indicates Glory to God Hymnal found in the pews. 

     This worship service is being livestreamed to the internet, and you may appear on our Facebook page channel. 

Prelude       We Are One   Traditional 
 
Ringing of the Hour 
 
Prelude        Blessed Be Your Name   Matt and Beth Redman 
 
Welcome  
 
* Call to Worship   by Gudrun Diestel of Stein, Germany, 1970 

Leader: Let us step beyond the boundaries of our daily life and look at the world in which we live: a 
world of joy and of sorrow, a world of faith and of uncertainty, a world of hope and of despair, a world 
of love and of brutality. 
People: Let us listen to the voice of love that withstands suffering, to the voice of faith that lasts 
through doubts, to the voice of hope that fails no trust. 
Unison: Let us listen to the voice of God. Let us unite to pray and find new ways to act. Amen. 
 

* Hymn GG 409 —   God Is Here!  Fred Pratt Green; Cyril Vincent Taylor 
 
* Call to Confession 

 
* Prayer of Confession  By a Christian Leader of a market Town of Nigeria 

God in Heaven, you have helped my life to grow like a tree. Now something has happened. Satan, 
like a bird, has carried in one twig of his own choosing after another. Before I knew it, he had built a 
dwelling place and was living in it. Today, my Father, I am throwing out both the bird and the nest. 
Amen.  (Silent confession) 

 
 Assurance of Pardon       from Joel 2:28-29, 32a 

Leader: God says, “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and daughters shall prophesy, the 
old shall dream dreams, the young shall see visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those 
days, I will pour out my Spirit. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  
People: Thanks be to God! 
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The Peace 
May the peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 

  And also with you. 
 (Please share the peace with a few neighbors.) 

 
* Welcome Song   You Are Welcome in the Name of the Lord      Traditional West African Song 

You’re welcome in the name of the Lord. You’re welcome in the name of the Lord, 
for we see in you the glory of the Lord, you’re welcome in the name of the Lord. 

We love you in the name of the Lord. We love you in the name of the Lord, 
for we see in you the glory of the Lord, we love you in the name of the Lord. 

(Visitors, welcome, please fill out a visitor card and place it in the offering plate. 
Prayer request cards will be collected later in the service, please prepare them ahead of time.) 

 
Prayer for Illumination  
God of grace, as we gather to hear your Word, silence any thoughts that distract us. Open our hearts to 
receive the challenge and the comfort you offer in the name of Jesus Christ, your Living Word. Amen.    
 
Scripture Lessons       NRSV translation 
 
Hebrew Bible – Psalm 22:27-31 

This is the Word of the Lord!  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for Children    What Is World Communion?                Rev. Nancy Clark 
 
Gospel – Matthew 28:16-20 

This is the Word of the Lord!  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon     Teaching Them All That I Have Commanded You     Rev. Nancy Clark 
 
Sermon Hymn GG 318   In Christ There Is No East or West            John Oxenham 

Alexander Robert Reinagle 
 

* Affirmation of Faith         
I believe in almighty God, who guided his people in exile and in exodus, the God of Joseph in Egypt 
and of Daniel in Babylon, the God of foreigners and immigrants.  I believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced 
Galilean, who was born away from his people and his home, who had to flee the country with his 
parents when his life was in danger, and who upon returning to his own country had to suffer the 
oppression of the tyrant Pontius Pilate, the servant of a foreign power. He was persecuted, beaten 
and finally tortured, accused and condemned to death unjustly. But on the third day, this scorned 
Jesus rose from the dead, not as a foreigner but to offer us citizenship in heaven.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the eternal immigrant from God’s kingdom among us, who speaks all languages, lives in 
all countries, and reunites all races. I believe that the church is the secure home for all foreigners 
and believers who constitute it, who speak the same language and have the same purpose.  I 

believe that the communion of saints begins when we accept the diversity of the saints. I believe in 
the forgiveness which makes us all equal, and in the reconciliation which identifies us more than 
does race, language or nationality. I believe that in the Resurrection, God will unite us as one people 
in which all are distinct and all are alike at the same time.  I believe in life eternal beyond this world, 
where no one will be an immigrant but all will be citizens of God’s Kingdom that has no end. Amen. 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People   
 
The Lord’s Prayer                      Traditional King James Translation, 1611 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
  Leader:  God be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 
  Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them to God. 
  Leader:  Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
  People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise 
  Leader:  Let us continue in prayer. . .  
 
 Breaking of the Bread 
 Communion of the People 

Those worshipping in the Sanctuary will share communion by coming forward down the 
center aisle to the front of the Sanctuary. You will be served the bread by the Pastor and the 
cup by the Elder. Pause for a moment and stand at the station to receive communion. Eat 
the bread when served, then move to the next server, take the cup, and drink the cup when 
served while standing at the station. When finished place the used cup in the basket and 
return to your seat by the side aisle. We have all the time we need.  

 
Communion Music   Beautiful is Your love             Sarah Hart 
  
Prayer after Communion 

 
Announcements 
 


